NUMBERED HEADS TOGETHER

Numbered Heads Together is a cooperative learning strategy that is especially helpful in reviewing concepts taught.  Groups are formed and given a number 1-6.  Then, within each group, members are given a number 1-6.  (Ideally, you would have 6 groups of 6, but if you do not have 36 members in the class, divide the students into 6 groups, and some members of each group will have two numbers).  Since the rules allow only the student whose number is rolled on the die to respond, group members tend to assure that everyone in the group knows the answer.

Materials needed:
two dice of different colors – one represents the group, the other the particular student within the group; questions/answers

Rules and Procedures:


Reveal a question.  Group members put their “heads together” to discuss an answer.


When the dice are rolled, all talking stops.


Teacher calls a group (red die) and a group member (black die)  “Group 5 person 2.”


Only the student within the group whose number is rolled may speak.


The student will stand and begin by saying, “WE decided the answer is ----”


If the answer is correct, the team scores a point.


If the answer incorrect, the dice are rolled again.


When a challenge question is asked, no dice are rolled.  The teacher announces, “Challenge!”  There is no consultation with other group members. Any student in any group may stand to answer.  Note:  If two students “tie” in standing to answer, roll a die to determine who will speak (odd or even).

After a challenge question, all members of each group will put their heads together to see if the group wants to challenge the answer.

Note: You could vary the challenge procedure.  Announce the next question will be a challenge.  Only number fours (etc) may attempt to answer.  The “No Consultation Rule” still applies.  This controls for any “quick” responder who might dominate all challenge questions.

Scoring:
1 point for correct answers to regular questions

3 points for a challenge question

2 points for a correct challenge to a challenge question–These points are deducted from the group who gave an incorrect response to a challenge question.  If the challengers are incorrect, they lose 2 points.  Other groups may challenge with the same procedure repeated.

Below are examples of the type questions you might present.  The subject is English.

What errors, if any, are in the following sentence?

Sam went to the Hispanic folk festival with Michele and I. 

* What type clause is set off by commas and WHY?


Challenge questions are higher order and should be embedded about every 6th question.  This evens the playing field if a group number never seems to be rolled.

Playing this prior to a test improves scores since all students are actively reviewing. This game gives the teacher excellent opportunities to amplify or give corrective feedback to answers:  therefore, it is a tool for teaching. 
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