Depth of Knowledge (DOK) Question Stems:   
Content-Specific Classroom Examples


DOK 1:  Recall and Remembering
	Social Science
	Define socialism.

	What might you include as a list of causes of the Civil War?

	Math
	Solve this quadratic equation.

	Find the area and perimeter of the rectangle 

	English/ELD
	Recall the setting of the novel.

	Identify the grammar error in this sentence.

	Science
	Describe the process of photosynthesis.

	Select the abbreviation for gold on the Periodic Table.

	PE/Health
	How would you describe aerobic exercise?

	When did the polio epidemic take place? 

	World Language/VAPA
	How would you write the past tense of “walk” in Spanish?
	Who was Mary Cassett?

	Career Technical Ed
	List the ingredients in the recipe you used.

	Recall how to prevent and respond to accidents in the agricultural industry.


DOK 2:  Basic Application of Skills and Concepts
	Social Science
	How would you classify these world leaders based on their political doctrines?

	How could you organize the events that led the US to drop the atomic bomb on Japan in WW II?

	Math
	Explain and model how multiplication of fractions changes a quantity, using mathematical models, such as equations and visual models.  
	Distinguish between relationships that represent functions and those that do not; identify the domain and range of a function; recognize a sequence as a function.

	English/ELD
	Compare and contrast the two characters from the play.
	Write a summary of the main idea of the
article. 

	Science
	How would you use an outline to describe the process of your lab experiment?
	Can you explain how the temperature near the equator affects life around it?

	PE/Health
	Explain how the use of steroids has affected professional sports.

	How would you summarize the main ideas from the article about second-hand smoke?

	World Language/VAPA
	What do you notice about the sentence structure of the French language?
	Apply what you learned from playing the oboe to develop your understanding of playing the clarinet.

	Career Technical Ed:
	Summarize how joining an organization, such as Future Farmers of America (FFA), can contribute to employability.
	Classify the lumber by type and size.


DOK 3:  Strategic Thinking
	Social Science
	What conclusions can you draw from Dr. Martin Luther King’s speech?

	What were the causes leading to our current economic situation; what effect has it had on our upcoming election?

	Math
	S=a/b + c/d; If 0 < a < b < c < d  in the equation, then the greatest increase in S would result from adding 1 to the value of which variable?
	Given a scenario, plan and apply a strategy for arriving at a solution to a multistep problem using whole numbers.

	English/ELD
	Determine the author’s purpose and describe how it affects the interpretation of this  story.
	What facts would you select to support your thesis?

	Science
	How would you predict the outcome of this experiment?
	How would you test your hypothesis?

	PE/Health
	How would you adapt the traditional game of baseball to create a game that people with physical disabilities could play?
	How is stress related to one’s health and overall well-being?

	World Language/VAPA
	Cite evidence that shows how culture and language are interrelated. 
	What is your interpretation of the lyrics of this song?  Support your rationale.

	Career Technical Ed  
	Critique an article that discusses the benefits of parental involvement to the development of a child’s over all well-being and growth.
	Differentiate between elastic and inelastic supply and demand.




DOK 4:  Extended Thinking
	Social Science
	Analyze the strategies and effectiveness of President Obama’s campaign in the 2008 election with those in the 2012 election.  How are they the same? Different?
	Write a research paper that builds a viable argument for, or against, a proposition on the state ballot.   

	Math
	Review your cell phone records over the past month.  Construct a graph that best illustrates the cost of your plan.  Analyze and synthesize the plans/records of your friends.  Write a proposal for the most cost effective plan.
	Design a mathematical model to inform and solve a practical or abstract situation.

	English/ELD
	Apply information from multiple sources to write a persuasive argument on the pros or cons of texting.
	Describe and illustrate how common themes are found across texts from different cultures.

	Science
	Design a robotics system that follows the guidelines and criteria your instructor set forth.

	Research and design a system to lift heavy objects using the conversion of electrical energy to mechanical energy.  Build a prototype of the system using materials found in the classroom.

	PE/Health
	Create a plan to save the district money, by modifying the cafeteria menu, while still maintaining the appropriate amount of nutritional standards.

	Conduct a project that requires specifying a health concern in our community.  Design and conduct an experiment analyze the date and communicate the results with potential solutions.

	World Language/VAPA
	Analyze and interpret information from multiple sources for the purpose of blending two art forms to create a new genre.
	Create a new type of dance to teach the beginner dancers. Dance must follow all criteria demonstrated in rubric.

	Career Technical Ed
	Design an original proposal to assess and evaluate geological hazards.

	Synthesize what you have learned on the theory and practice of merchandise placement.  Create a detailed display plan, and rationale, for the sales floor.



