Debate Circles

Kinesthetic Assessment


This formative assessment can be used to activate student thinking and uncover their understandings and misconceptions.  Students form a circle in the classroom or another large area.  The teacher makes a statement, like, “Which is more important: Individual Rights or the Common Good?”  Students who think Individual Rights are more important move to the center of the circle.  Students left on the outside, those who think the Common Good is more important, form another circle and both groups formulate their position on the topic.  The teacher listens to the discussion and assesses student understanding.  After the students have had time to formulate their arguments, they form two lines facing one another and students take turns expressing their ideas on the statement.
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